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Oregon Wildlife is Helping Lincoln County Acquire Alsea River Frontage
for Future Boat Launch

PORTLAND, Ore, - Oregon Wildlife is helping Lincoln County Parks acquire river
frontage on the Alsea River for future development as a public boat Taunch.

Oregon Wildlife (formerly Oregon Wildlife Hexitage Foundation) is raising private
funding as match for grants from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the
Oregon State Marine Board that Lincoln County Parks will use to purchase an 10 acre
parcel of frontage in the Tidewater reach of the Alsea River.

“We know there is a real need for public access in this reach of the Alsea River and we're
pleased to help Lincoln County Parks acquire the property needed for development of a
public boat launch facility” said Tim Greseth, Executive Director of Oregon Wildlife.

Tentative plans for the property include a boat launch, 30 stall boat and trailer parking lot
with additional parking stalls, restroom facilities, and an improve dock.

Oregon Wildlife has established a fiind for the Alsea River Boat Launch project and is
asking the public to join them in supporting this project. “If you value public access to the
Alsea River, please join us in supporting this project with your charitable donation” said

Greseth. -

Tax-deductible donatons can be made securely through Oregon Wildlife's website at
www.owhf.orgfsupport-project-or-program or by mail to Alsea River Boat Launch Project -
c/o Oregon Wildlife, P, O. Box 30406, Portland, Oregon 97294-3406

Qregon Wildlife empowers the lasting conservation of fish and wildlife and the enjoyment

of our natural resources.
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T Greseth
Executive Diractor
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A proﬁposed parkand boat launch on this propuerty located about seven miles east of Waldport would pre
shermen easy, year-around accass to a favorite stratch of the Alsea Hiver that Is often fillad with drift

boats during salmon season. (Courtasy photos)
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create new county park on Alsea River

By Dennis Anstinte
For the News-Timas

NEWPORT -~ A resolution passed by the
Lisncoln County Bomsd of Cotamlssicners
Wedneadny seemed simple enongh, but the
details eveal a financial puzle involving
four public entitles and a nonprofit agency,
It xenud:

“Authorizing the Parks Division ... to a
ply to the Oragon State Matine Board for
grant funds to assist in the purchase of prop-
crlg on the Alsea River to develop a park
and boat ramp.”

Anoffer gn the proposed 10-acre dovelop-
ment Iocated about seven miles up the river
won't be officially made und! July, when
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildtife
{ODFEW]) fiopex to close the $330.000 pur
chuxe of the proprerty from its eureent nwoer,

While ODFW will b the official owner
of the properly and Lincoln -County will
manage the park when it's cdmﬂ}e!t?(lm-:t
cquple of years, others lavolved li the proj-
eef included ihe Oregton State Markie Boanl
(OSMDY, the {)regou Wildlife Heritage
Foundution (OWHIA and the Por] of Alsey.

Jim Chamibers, supervisor of the connly
park division. said the park snd boat Jauneh
would be o Jewel For the county parks sys-
tem.

“Our cost will be around $40.000
he said, "but wo will pay nothing of the
$400,000 It will cost to develop it, And
eventually we will end up with an $800 000
park,” he sald, -

“The prapenty fronts the so-calfed Tidewa-
ter Redeh o the noith side of Highway 34
and stretches swesl-to-east wheee the high-
way crosges the river,

" fhe plan calls for 30 parking statfs for

bout trilers, six for ears, 4 launch ramp that
will be nccessible 24 hours and 365 days
o yoiur and & smndl pack with restrooms. A
tarpe siretehi of timber borders the open arsa
Iu!the south, and it likkely wilt remain natu-
ml, .

ODRW luitiated the project because one
of its highest regional priorities was to have
a publio facility in the lower part of the diver
beequse of a recent decrease in the numbey
of private Jaunchos in the area, ,

*Thers nre other boat launches In the fow-
or part, some public ind others private, but
they’re not open all the dma Jike this one
will be.” salg Kelth Andresen, operations
supervisor for county parks. “This will also
be bigger tha the others.” ‘
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Avsea River Park

The county has bean involved
in the project for a couple of
vears and will use 2014-15
funds to pry for its part of the
praject’s development and will
seel futnre grands to fund opera-
tongl cosls,

YTiis will help fuldlt the
needs of fishermon by giving
them an important secess point
at n area where there's nymer-
ous drift boats running below
and above it during the suimon
season,” s6id Andresen,

The proy ertg owners orlginal-
ly listed the 1D acres for sale at
$350.000. whick was a problem
for ODFW beonuse its “yellow
boold” appraisal on the properly
caime fn at $203 000,

ODFW will bo uslng federal
funds provided by the Sport-
fish Restoratlon program to pay

Continued from page Al
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Purchose and early development costs for
~ Alsea River park/boat launch project

ORrW; 5221’a?5oygg fuderal funds provided by the Sportfish
. .

§73;750 Inmatching funds fo Lincoln County,
@ funid salsing contribution,
nealt oo 530,000 farvarous long-teny fersy dovelog-

mant bl and malintenancs quiretionts;

- Portof Alécar Recived §1,000 froms county foreasementstsoss
taxlotitoivisbatwesnthe garcel and the river.

for 75 percent of the appralsed
valus for the propesty, on offer
that the properly owners furned
down,

However, Oregon Wildlite
committed $35.000 towurd
the purchase und the prop-

erty owuers agreed to seoll the
and for $330,000, Lincoln
Connty’s financial involve-
went inciuden a 25 percent
matel, which wiil come in the
torns of an OSMB grant worth

Looking south across the Alsea River, the Oragun Departmontof Elsh and Wildilfa wants ta buy this 10-ncie
plece of private praperty and turn it Into a county parl and Buat launeh. The plan Is to close theproperty
deal in July and then develop the property durfng the voxt fow yeors.
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Drauing of the propo:edfacmﬂ' on dlsea River

Putting 8 much needed new boat ramp and parking facllity upriver o the Alsea Is getilng
cloger. A group of state and private agonoies are teaming up fo reise the mongy to buy
property on the Alsea at miilopost 8.

When constenated these will be a boat ramp and fall stzed parking for vehicles and boats - 3¢
£ull size spacea for boat and vehicle and another 7 spaces just for vehicles, .

Ovmer of the property waads 330,00 for the property and that sent federal, stalg and county
offsials, and a non-profit scrambling for the cash they')t need to buy it. Througha
cnoperative agreemons thay think they eon raise the roney within the next year, coming
fiomn 2 number of state and local sources,

Dumetwarc hmtmg.
Lincns, Dccomiirms.
Bance Flogrs & Molé

Onee the money is secuted théy'ﬂ acquire the property, beglt the bont mmp and parking arca
deslgn, and porkaps have it buill by 2017,
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Port of Alsea Approves Water Easement for Proposed
Alsea River Park

’5—
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The Port of Alsea ngreed Lo grant on easement for o boat Inwnch or a proposed 10-acre park on the south side of the Alsea River across from Taylor's
fanding. The pert easeraent is for the navrow lide overflow area bordering the property and extending sevesal foot Into the waterway. (Photo by

Larry Coonrod}

By Larry Coonrod

WALDPORT-Port of Alsea Commissioners last week voted to grant an
easement to Lincoln County and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
for a proposed 10-acre public park and boat launch on the lower Alsea River.

Park Not a Done Deal

The propertyis located near mile marker 7 on the east sids of the Highway 20 bridge across from Taylor’s Landing, The
port easement is for the narrow tide overflow avea bordering the property and extending several feat into the waterway,

Lincoln County Parks Director Jim Chambers in an email said the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife would be the
property owner and enter into a long-term lease with the county. Chambers cautioned that it is too early to tell if the
project will come to fruition.

“1 don’t want to tell the public we ave going te do this park and then have it fall through,” he said.
Punding availability will nat be known until the end of January, Chambers satd,

Port of Alsea Manager Maggie Rivers said the county offered the port $1,000 for the sagement and the possibility of

1 of2 . 171672014 4:47 PM




PR R T ol )

L T T i L4 I TIVE IS S RVIP VNV TPLY

$3,500 a year for maintenance of the facility.

The easement would be necessary for ODFW and the county to construct a boat launch.

Stipulations

Commissioners voted 5-0 to approve the easement with the stipulation that it veserves the right to renegotiate the
agreement should the park ever berome g fee use ares.

"My concern is making sure the site is always available to the public at no charge,” said.Commissionet‘ Chuck Pa{\']iic.
Pavlik added the park would provide bank anglers with more aceess to the lower river.

The port's'attorney, Dennis Bartoldus, assured the commission that it would not be giving up control over its property,
“Yow're giving them a right to do scsmetlﬁng ot the land, but you still have the fee title,” he said.

Negotiations on what, if any maintenance work the port would provide will take place aa the project is further developed.

Early Access for Non-Motorized Boaters

Commissioner Jan Bishop suggested that if ODFW daes acquire the property that the port seek accuss for paddls type
watercraft such as canoes and kayaks while the park is under development,

“It would be a boon to the community, There's not a lot of access upriver,” she said,

Contact Larrf Coonrod by email at editor@lincolncountydispatch.com (mailto:editor@lincolncountydispateh.com).
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